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Church's candor on pedophiles unusual
Other incidents
did not force
2 priests out
By Greg Seigle
TH£ VWSMKSTOK TVIES

The Archdiocese of Washing
ton yesterday revealed that two
of the four local priests removed
from their duties for sexually
abusing an altar boy more than
20 years ago in Lanham also had
been accused of molesting other
boys as recently as 1986;

The two priests — the Re%'.
Thomas Schaeffer, 69. and the
Rev. Edward B. Pritchard, SO —
were treated for pedophilia after
child-molestation complaints
were lodged with church ofR-
cials, according to Moosignor
William Lori, chancellor of the
Catholic archdiocese.

Those two were returned to
jobs within the archdiocese un
der the recommendation of ther
apists at the time, although Car-
(hnal James B. Hickey would not
allow them to return to the pul
pit. Monsignor Lori said.

The practice of transferring
priests to otherministries R> hide
their sexoal abuse of children
was a common practice within
the Catholic church until the
mid-1980s, Monsignor Lori ac
knowledge.

"There was a practice of
transferring individuals en
gaged in this behavior," Monsi
gnor Lori said during a tele
phone interview yesterday,
adding that therapists had ad
vised bisht^s to quietly transfer
the priests. "In hindsight, it looks
terrible. TTiat was the wrong
thing 8) do. and we'd never do it
again.

"As a church, we have zero tol
erance of this Vund of behavior."
McMisignor Lori said. "We do not
want to absolve [the priests] of
any wrongdoing."

In October 1986, wiien the
archdiocese recognized "that

abuse of minors was not

<sily a severe moral failing, but
also a terrible disease," duncb
officials devised a plan of swift
action to deal with pedc^hiles,
Monsignor Lori said. Hut plan
includes offering help to the vic
tim and counseling and educa-
Tinn fn thp nrip«t. he said.

Cardinalpames B. Hickey

Since the church shifted its
policj' from transferring way
ward priests to forcing them to
undergo therap}-, both Father
Schaeffer and Father Pritchard
were sent away for treatment,
Monsignor Lori said.

Both were then posted where
they could be closely monitored
and kept avay from children,
Monsignor Lori said. Father
Schaeffer was posted at the Car
roll Mtinor Nursing home in Hy-
attsviUe and Father Pritchard
was assigned m administrative
duties.

Last Sundaj". the diurch re
vealed ffiat the priests and two
others — the Rev. Edward Har-
tel, 58. pastor at the Shrine of St.
Jude in Rockville, and the Rev.
Alphonsus Smith. 70, pastor at
St. Bernardioe of Siena Roman
Catholic Church-in Suitland —
had admitted to molesting an al
tar tay who wcrked for Father
Schaeffer at St Matthias Roman
Catholic Church in Lanham in
the 1970s.
* The victim, now 34 and living

near Elaltimore. had recently
contacted the archdiocese with
his allegatioas. When ccmfronted
individually by Monsignor Lori.
the priests admitted molesting
him in the inid-1970s when be
was 11 and 12.

Father Smith also admitted to
Monsignor Lori that he had a
five-year sexual relationship
ending in 1993 with a young bo}'
at Our Lady of Sorrows in
koma Park. Prince George's
County police have yet to charge
any of the priests with sexual as
sault because no complaints
have been filed.

The church took the unusual
step of going public with the dis
covery rather than waiting for
the news to break later.

Admission by priests enabled prompt response
By Larry Witham
THE VMSWGTON mes

Though the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Washington dra
matically disclosed sexual abuse
by priests on a newspaper's front
page, this method for winning
back public trust amid the pedo
philia crisis is likely to stay rare.

In this case, the archdiocese
rapidly dismissed the priests,
announced their guilt in five par
ishes Sunday at Mass and gave
the ''tory exclusively to The
Wasrangton Post.

"Toe Washington Archdiocese
was able to establish the facts,"
said Monsignor Frank Manis-
calco, spokesman for the United
States Catholic Conference.
"Sometimes the facts are in dis
pute and it takes longer, or
[church officials] can't talk to the
media because someone made
an accusation and someone de
nies it."

When the problem of pedop
hilia by priests became public in
the mid-1980s, victims com
plained of church cover-ups.

In November, after two years
of study, the nation's bishops re
ceived a task-force report, "Re
storing Triist," that said public
disclosure was key to helping
victims and healing public mis
trust.

"This is extraordinary, but it
does not reflect the church in
general," said Barbara Elaine,
president of Survivors Network
of Those Abused by Priests
(SNAP), which claims 1,300
members. "The church wants us
to believe there's a new disclo
sure policy."

Her group has released a list
of Ae six worst dioceses —
which did not include Washing
ton.

By disclosing the cases during
Mass and Arough a single media
source, she said. Ae archAocese
"seems to have carefully orches
trated a publicity event. Our
sense is that Aey had a reason

, behind that."
The four guilty priests, who

served in five parishes in Ae
^^^shington area, are Ae Rev.
Thomas Schaffer, 69, Ae Rev. Al
phonsus SmiA, 70, Ae Rev. Ed
ward Hartell, 58, and Ae Rev. Ed
ward Pritch^, 50.

The archdiocese said the
Q/fmtttaH oi»nt nn .Tan

Ae day after an abuse complaint
was nuKle by a 34-yearK)IdBalti
more TTian Hiey were dismissed
and sent for psydudogical treat-
menL The announcemant came
twomdislatec

Prince George's County's
Child Protective Services
agenc>' was notified, and it is
supposed to pass Ae information
to the police.

"We made a verj* honest As-
closure of what happened," said
Monsignor William Lori, chan
cellor of Ae archAocese. "We
Adn*! want to have a [media] cir
cus at Aese parishes. We Adnt
want people inoM>ed wiA Ae
media."

Since 1985, Ae An±Aoceseof
Washington has bad a policy of
response to abuse di^es by

usingan md^reodent panel, sus-'
pensicm of accused personnel
when warranted, collectingfects
from all rides and alerting civU
autborities.

The natim's Inrii^ received
an internal report in 1985 tbat
saidp^ophilialooms asafuture
crisis for Ae church and tbat
lawsuits could end up costing $1
billion. Experts estimate Acre
are about 400 cases, most of
Aem being settled quietly out of:
court

The bishops have said Aey
were lateas a group to realize Ae
extent of Ae problem but note
that Ae number of priests gtiilty
of pedophilia is no more than tlte
1 percoit or 2 percent found
amcmg men in the goieral pcqi-
ulatuHu
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